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IN VACATION. 



There is reported an instance of a civil suit for damages, which is 
often recounted by a North Carolina judge, in which the complainant 
approached on the highway his neighbor's mule hitched to the fence. 
The wayfarer knew the mule and, as the road was narrow, ap- 
proached cautiously. After a preliminary examination of the ground, 
he concluded that there was room to pass. The subsequent proceed- 
ings, however, precipitated the litigation. On the stand he recounted 
the circumstances in detail. "Did he kick you?" he was asked. The 
witness, though wronged, was an honest man: "I don't want to say 
that which I disremember," was his reply, "but the next thing I 
knew they were a-washing of my head in the branch!" — The Daily 
(N. Car.) Observer. 



It is said that a distinguished member of the Massachusetts Bar 
was seen getting on the street car in Boston with a new law book 
■under his arm. One of the party remarked to him: "Why, I had 
no idea that you bought new law books. I thought you knew all of 
the law." "Humph!" replied the distinguished barrister. "This is 
not a law book. This is the last volume of the Reports of the De- 
cisions of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts." 



BOOK REVIEWS. 



The Encyclopedic Digest of Virginia and West Virginia Reports. 
Volume V. The Michie Company, Charlottesville, Va., 1906. 

"Whilst the value of a Digest depends much upon the Digester, a 
good digestion is necessary to thoroughly appreciate it," was said by 
a witty lawyer in an earlier day. "The bearings of that observation 
lays in the application of it," as the illustrious Bunsby remarked. One 
must learn how to use most Digests before they become of much 
value. For every man generally has some system of his own and 
looks for a law point under a head he has selected to suit his own 
mind and system; and if it happens, as it often does, that the mind 
and system of the Digester does not agree with his own, he misses 
his point and is duly indignant at a seeming omission. The editor 
and compilers of the Encyclopedic Digest seem to have had this diffi- 
culty in their minds when they begun their work. Each subject shows 
the treatment of more than one head and hand, and then a final 
selection is the result, with abundant cross references to put the mind 
of almost any man upon the track of every question. Volume 5, just 
issued, covering "Elections" to "Feigned Names," continues to bear 
testimony to the skill, ingenuity and care of the compilers and the 
thoroughness of the editing of this work. "Eminent Domain," "Evi- 
dence," "Executions," and "Executors and Administrators" are 
amongst the subjects digested in the present volume. 

Two hundred and sixty-six pages are given to the last subject 



